
 
Buying I Bonds on Treasury Direct 

Documents to Have Handy When Setting up Account: 

1. License 

2. Check book – to reference your routing and account numbers 

3. Access to your email account.  You’ll receive at least 2 emails you’ll need to reference while setting up 

your account. 

It is recommended that you take note of your Account number, passwords, passphrase, and security 

questions.  

 

1. Create an Account on TreasuryDirect (click here) or visit www.treasurydirect.gov and select Open an 

Account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.treasurydirect.gov/RS/UN-AccountCreate.do


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2. Verify the data you entered above.   
 

3. Select your image and phrase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Select your password and 3 security questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

5. Go to your email and open email from Treasury Direct with your account number. The account 

number will begin with a letter and then a series of numbers separated by “-“.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Return to TreasuryDirect and Log In.  After entering your new account number, you’ll be asked to 

enter a One-Time Passcode (OTP).  Go back to your email to locate another email with this OTP.  The 

OTP will be a longer series of letters and numbers with a mix of upper and lower case.  

 

7. Next, you’ll be prompted to enter your password, BUT you’ll have to enter the password by clicking 

on the letters on the onscreen keyboard.  (it’s not case sensitive) 

 

 

 

8. Congrats, you’re in!  You’ll and on the My Account Page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

9. If you want to add a Beneficiary on your I Bond (HIGHLY RECOMMENDED), before proceeding with the 

purchase, ADD A NEW REGISTRATION. To do this, go to ManageDirect.  Trusts do not need beneficiaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you Submit the Beneficiary’s info, you’ll have another Registration available in the Registration 

Information drop down box (see screen below).  The registration will read YOUR NAME POD, YOUR 

BENEFICIARY.  We recommend you select the POD registration, unless you are buying the I Bond in the name 

of a Trust.  If purchasing a bond in the name of a Trust, you do not need to name a beneficiary because the 

trust agreement takes care of naming the beneficiaries.   

NOTE, you can only add one beneficiary to each bond purchase.  If you want to name 2 beneficiaries, divide 

the bond purchase up.  For example, if I want to purchase the max I Bond permitted annually, $10,000, I 

would buy one bond for $5,000 and name son 1 as my POD.  I would buy a 2nd I Bond for $5,000 and name son 

2 as my POD.  POD stands for payable on death.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

10. Next, Go to BuyDirect (2nd from the left in the upper menu) Select Savings Bond > Series I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Purchase the I Bond. Remembering to select the appropriate Registration and bank account.  

Remember, you’re limited to $10,000 per person/trust per year and to buy the bonds in increments in 

accordance with the number of beneficiaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


